ADOPTED – NOVEMBER 12, 2024

AGENDA ITEM NO. 17
Introduced by the County Services and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE GRANT APPLICATION FOR EPA BROWNFIELD ASSESSMENT COALITION GRANT

RESOLUTION #24 – 532

WHEREAS, brownfields are properties such as former industrial sites, closed gas stations, dumps, or other sites that are vacant or underutilized due to contamination, functional obsolescence, or blight; and 

WHEREAS, the cleanup and revitalization of brownfields can provide many community benefits, including protection of public health and the environment, opportunities for economic development, advanced manufacturing, job creation, neighborhood improvement, creation of parks and community spaces, shared water resource protection, and other benefits; and

WHEREAS, Ingham County faces the challenge of redeveloping brownfields at many sites throughout the community; and 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) opened solicitations in September 2024 for its Fiscal Year 2025 brownfield grants, notably including its Assessment Coalition Grant program; and 

WHEREAS, the Lansing Region has received grant funding from EPA’s Assessment Coalition grant previously, most recently in its Fiscal Year 2019, providing $600,000 for environmental assessments and reuse planning to enable contamination remediation and redevelopment, managed by the Lansing Economic Area Partnership (LEAP) via the city of Lansing as the lead grant awardee; and

WHEREAS, the Fiscal Year 2019 grant, now completed, funded vital assessment activities at 33 brownfield sites throughout the region, of which 27 are in Ingham County, such as the TechSmith HQ Project; REO Gateway Apartments, and Stadium North Lofts; and

WHEREAS, the EPA’s Fiscal Year 2025 Assessment Coalition Grant will award up to $1,500,000 and forming a regional Coalition empowers the Lansing region to apply for these large federal resources and ultimately better serve its communities; and

WHEREAS, upon potential grant award, the Lansing Region’s Coalition will be made formal during later public meetings and will include the counties of Ingham, Eaton, and Clinton, along with up to two community-based organizations; and

WHEREAS, the EPA’s Fiscal Year 2025 Assessment Coalition Grant application requires a lead applicant to apply for funding on behalf of a Coalition; and

WHEREAS, Ingham County is an eligible lead applicant as a county entity; and

WHEREAS, LEAP, under its contract with Ingham County for economic development services, which includes managing brownfield grants, will lead all application efforts and grant administration if awarded, with no matching funds required of Ingham County.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby affirms Ingham County to be the lead applicant for a U.S. EPA’s Fiscal Year 2025 Assessment Coalition Grant application. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes the Controller to act as the grant’s Authorized Organization Representative to officially carry out, execute, and submit an application for U.S. EPA’s Fiscal Year 2025 Assessment Coalition Grant.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairperson of the Ingham County Board of Commissioners is authorized to execute any documents required to carry out and complete the application and accept a potential grant award consistent with this resolution after approval as to form by the County Attorney.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes the Controller, if awarded, to make the necessary budget adjustments to receive the funds, create the necessary accounts, make necessary transfers and complete other administrative actions in accordance with the requirements of the grantor.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that should any section, clause or phrase of this resolution be declared by the Courts to be invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of this Resolution as a whole nor any part thereof other than the part so declared to be invalid and all resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict with any of the provisions of this Resolution are hereby repealed.
COUNTY SERVICES: Yeas:  Peña, Celentino, Sebolt, Pawar, Ruest, Schafer
         Nays:  None     

Absent:  Grebner                                  Approved 11/07/24

FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Tennis, Sebolt, Polsdofer, Lawrence, Maiville

          Nays:  None     

Absent:  Morgan, Johnson     
 Approved 11/06/24
